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PREFACE

I have gone through the book of Neerja Renu,
entitled Maithili O sanskrit Sahitya Men
Gaurishankar. Here is a comparative study of an
important phase of the Maithili Literature placed
in the wider background of Sanskrit Literature.
Gauri and Shankar have influenced Indian
culture since very ancient times and their
influence upon our life and literature in the
modern epoch is also considerable. The writer has
dealt with (a) different storms of Gauri and
Shankar in Indian Literature in general (b) Gauri
and Shankar in literature (c) Gauri-Shankar the
ideal of Indean conjugal life (d) Gauri and shankar
in Sanskrit Literature (€) Gauri Shankar in Maithili
literature (f) comparision between the sanskrit and
Maithili presentation of the divine pair and (g)
Social aspect in the literature depicting Gauri-
Shankar.

Besides, there are five appendices connected
their life-the Mantras recited during the marriage
ceremony, the secret of burning Madan by Lord
Shiva Important topics in shiva-Gauri legend. The
different aspect of Ardhanarishvara and the
worship of Shiva.

The relation between Maithili and Sanskrit
literature is very closed as the later is a direct off-




EC| Dforell aen T e TR wil
spring of the former without a separate factor lite
the persian and English as in the cases of other
branches of non Indian Literature as such, the

development of the theme of the work presents
no break.

The writer has shown he{equal mastery over
Sanskrit and Maithili Literature and her study
shows keen insight in literary, social and religious
problems. This is the first study of its kind in
Maithili and possibly in other Indian Languages
also. The field of study selected is vast but with
mature craftmanship she has given a complete
picture in a comparatively small convas and yet
no important detail is wanting in her work. She
has utilised first hand sources and the conclusions
drawn are based on adequate grounds.

I there fore, am glad to know that the book
may publish soon.

Prof. Anant Lal Thakur
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